
              

Parent Webinar 
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The following questions were submitted during the July 9, 2020 parent reopening 

webinar. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Will students be allowed to take a break from wearing masks? 

Yes, teachers and administrators will coordinate mask breaks for students throughout the 

school day. Teachers and administrators will incorporate mask wearing, social distancing, hand 

washing, and other new routines in their new learning of how they will approach each school 

day. 

What if a student has a medical condition and is not able to wear a mask? Are shields 

allowed as an alternative to masks?  

Administrators and teachers will work with students who have medical needs that would prohibit 

wearing face masks. In certain situations, face shields will be permitted. If you are claiming an 

exemption from your student wearing a mask, medical justification should be provided. 

For those students receiving speech services, will the teachers be wearing clear face 

masks? 

Teachers may at times be wearing face shields or be behind a clear protective barrier if 

necessary to meet the instructional needs of students. 

Will teachers be tested for the COVID-19 routinely? 

As of July 9, 2020, there are no provisions to routinely test teachers, para-educators, or other 

BPS employees or contractors. 

What is the protocol if a teacher (of a specific cohort of students) tests positive?   

In the event an employee or a student tests positive or is exposed to someone who tests 

positive, BPS will immediately contact BBHD and the Office of the Superintendent. At that time, 

the situation will be reviewed and the appropriate level of response and notification will be 

activated which may include: 

● Immediate isolation of employee or student; 

● Engage in contact tracing protocol; 

● 14-day quarantine of staff, student(s); 



● Deep cleaning protocol of classroom/program space and bus (if applicable;) 

● Temporary, time-bounded shut down to allow for cleaning and disinfecting; and   

● Notification of possible exposure to employees and classmates. 

How will the health of bus drivers be monitored? 

At this time, the screening process relies on self-reporting of symptoms or known exposures by 

BPS employees and contractors. As of July 9, 2020, there is no routine employee or contractor 

screening process in place. However, advanced screening protocols can be implemented on an 

as needed basis, at the discretion of BBHD. 

In order to stop the spread, as outlined by the CDC, all BPS employees and contractors are 

urged to do the following:  

● Adhere to DPH and CDC guidance regarding self-quarantine after travel to CDC hotspot 

states.   

● Utilize face coverings and to socially distance whenever possible.  

● To self-monitor and report signs/symptoms  

OPERATIONS 

What are the district’s bus plans? Will students need to wear masks on the bus?  

As of July 9, 2020, BPS is working with First Student to design bus routes that allow for as much 

space as possible with regard to ridership. Students will be required to wear a mask while on 

the bus. We are asking parents to transport their child(en) to school if they have the ability to do 

so. 

The district will utilize six feet of distance when feasible. What happens when you are 

unable to have six feet of distance?  

As of July 14, 2020, we are assessing class sizes and traditional enrollment and will look to 

make adjustments to ensure the recommended distance within each classroom.  We will also 

utilize plexiglass barriers for small group learning. 

Will visitors be allowed in schools? 

Visitors, including PTO/PTAs, will not be allowed into the building without an appointment. 

What about sports and after school activities?  

At this time, we await further guidance from the CIAC. After school activities may resume if 

cohorting guidelines can be followed. 

Will we have traditional parent-teacher conferences? 

At this time, we will use video platforms for school conferences.  

 

 



SPECIAL SERVICES 

How will the district address related service supports that were not addressed during 

distance learning in 2019-2020? 

State guidance is expected but has not yet been provided to school districts regarding 

compensatory education. Special education teachers and related service providers will gather 

baseline data regarding students’ skills and performance upon return to school for the 2020-21 

school year.  If students’ needs require revisions to IEPs, Planning and Placement Teams will 

consider the new information, determine individual students’ needs and related programming.  

How will the synchronous model work for special needs students if parents have to work 

during the day? 

Students and families will be provided with synchronous learning schedules for instruction and 

related services as offered through the use of video conferencing. In cases where parents 

cannot avail students to participate, students will be provided with alternative remote learning 

opportunities.   

Will special education students be in a separate classroom with only special education 

students or will they be mixed into a mainstream classroom? 

Bristol Public Schools will comply with state and federal requirements for IEP implementation 

and safe reopening of schools. Students will remain with their grade level classroom cohort or 

specialized program cohort to the greatest extent possible and appropriate while receiving 

special education and or related services.  If students require a setting other than their regular 

classroom for delivery of special education services, students will be grouped with cohort 

members as appropriate for delivery of IEP services or individually. Mingling students between 

cohorts will be reduced to the greatest extent possible. Following consultation with the CSDE, it 

is anticipated that public school districts will receive further CSDE guidance regarding the 

impact of cohorting on IEP implementation.  

When will the district provide information to families with students enrolled in out of 

district programs? 

Students attending out of district programs will be provided with program specific reopening 

plans as they are established and made available. Bristol Public Schools will obtain and review 

all out of district reopening plans. If parents have concerns or questions regarding specific out of 

district programs, they are encouraged to contact the Bristol Public Schools Special Services 

Department.  

The conference lines really make having a meaningful PPT difficult.  Going forward will 

there be other options available? 

As of July 9, 2020, PPT and other important parent meetings will continue to convene virtually 

through the use of secure conference call lines. Alternative video conferencing for such 

meetings is being considered. Meeting participants requiring special accommodations in order 

to have meaningful participation in virtual meetings should contact their child’s special education 

case manager. 



TEACHING AND LEARNING  

What is a cohort?  How will cohorting work in Grades Pre-K through Grade 8?  How will 

cohorting work in Grade 9? 

Cohorts are groups of students who remain together for the majority of the school day.  As a 

strategy, cohorts will help our students stay safer by limiting the number of students with whom 

they will interact.   

Cohorts in grades Pre-K through 8 can be identified as one classroom of students.  Class sizes 

in our district will not exceed the district standards for grade levels.  Instead of traveling from 

classroom to classroom, these students will remain in the same classroom, and teachers will be 

moving among classrooms to teach their students.  Every effort will be made to keep these 

cohorts intact as we continue to try to preserve the integrity of our learning program for 

students. 

Our Bristol facilities team is reviewing every classroom to ensure that social distancing of six 

feet in core academics or twelve feet of spacing in music/physical education spaces is possible.  

Once classroom space is determined, Bristol administrators will review the size of cohorts to 

determine if any class sizes will need to be reduced. 

Grade 9 students will be partially cohorted.  Grade 9 students are on an academic team, which 

allows us to cohort the academic classes for students.  Students on the team will remain in one 

classroom and their English, math, science, and social studies teacher will come to their 

classroom.  Students will not be cohorted in the non-core academic areas such as world 

language, physical education, and other elective classes.  This strategy will reduce the number 

of students with whom our grade nine students interact. 

Bristol high schools have regularly met on a rotating schedule, switching between A and B days, 

four periods of instruction on each day.  This type of schedule does help to limit the number of 

interactions between students that occur each day.  Many high schools are choosing to adopt 

this rotating block schedule as a strategy to increase social distancing. 

If I opt into virtual school, what might I expect? 

Bristol is exploring the possibility of creating a virtual school for students who choose to remain 

learning from home for the entirety of the school year.  For grades pre-K through grade 5, 

classes will be staffed by teachers whose sole responsibility is to teach the students assigned to 

them. BPS is designing live streaming options for grades 6-12. 

Will there be technical support available to students having computer issues during the 

day? 

Yes, the tech helpline (860)584-7090 will be available throughout the day and email support will 

be available at (boehelpdesk@bristolk12.org) that will be monitored throughout the day. 
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